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them, but with the detcrmlna- - what I shall do or shall not dot de-wl-

mftndcd Merton( now thoroughly nasurance that scemod to come from trej to pussle out the enttra sM-- auon in&l no nover noum vwyo. iu ort)U.e(j knowledge of the facta rather than tlon, but the more "he .consider, itglre them trouble. "I am satisfied that I have the a boosting spirit, dismayed him mora the mora bewildered It became. Mfat
Meanwhile the. canoe had .turned a right. You may contest U If you inan anyining noroon naa a.io. , h lrl had left him to die. Than.. wish. Dut." and there was a elgnin "What la this Placer' be oemanaea. a the canoe wept over the raeids,.7 Z7Z cant pause, "as I was about to ch "Who aro you. and what are yon do ha mui4 .w.of water. On v,80 yoUf car,(lll wbat you do. I Intr liereT Why should your, father h..n nniM n 4 1.1. ua.

kore there was the twinkle of a light, ntu Inclined to tx lenient, because have this power you say he hasT I Ana now
In fifteen minutes the canoe had there may be a doubt as to you mis. oan't beuevo it. it is preposterous," At the post ha had Just left stea trad

'grated on a sand beach. alon here. As I said; 1 admire your "Listen!" commanded the girl, advised him, to Insure his safety, to
. A11..n.A In rnmlnir n ,t inn InMnllttV speaking In a whisper and loaning obey her father's commands, aaut as"IH aee him first. Charley," said vaii tnvA lanlav1. Till Until inm. toward Merton. "I he hadacross. Uio table departed In the darkness.afee

ttM bowman as ho climbed tho bank. thin clso occur you will do as am Thalf inclined to believe you' nave nad warned him that ms nrs was sMl
tniri the truth. There' are things that in dans-er- . "He'll this
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which tlnnness of purposu drovo oat of any ono else. In this case I feel before ihls open mouth. Ho looked hand to keep the sldo from striking "1 did not!" ho crlod In a low volco. ut tbo beginning ot the nineteenth their Journey of the day before,
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rent At noon the leading canoe Ho handed the axe to Merton and trie k In the night HU sleep was notwas no Is nn nJtcrnatlvo and" he pausod began to dTaw together, the river to ho wus powerless, and he turned back without another word. aisturDed by the danger, ond he Wasonly of wasMgnltlcanco in tho tone until ho a coupln hours before lloul-to- r disappeared around a point.significantly "you will rfecept It." ,nwas shaking him. Increase. Us pace. Then they sud-
denly

swept on. Nover in his llfo had Merton swung ?"!lJ0Var,y t8 morning to finduiuutiiib ui uiu LA.ft!) juuuua on mo When McOIrr and Merton"Get up," ho commanded. "Tho entered a gorgn whero the Lura had seen everything .that hap-
pened,

an axo. Even when his Indian guide hrkJly- -

island.. , alllJg CHAPTpk '. stream narrowed reached It tbo others wero climbing firewood he had not given ,,Sfr,5an,, "lotion of the' "That is ono thins in which others aro eating.". was by high, and It wns hor own paddlo that had cut pre- -you
will bo disappointed," tho man In the The Rapids. .Merton entered the lnrge room to straight walls of rock. turned the leading canoo and backed the bank at tho end of a bay to a row the subject of nxcmanshlp any atten- - f!.15fv iilST i!.?? T8
chalrwejt on. "1 might add that find Herson, l.ura, the two canoe-me- n Lura, who had been paddltng from It up so that It was directly nt the ot five log buildings set In the middle tlon. In the next few hours he began .I.hJiTli V Pdu hP0 1

you will bo disappointed in every-
thing."

KIITON" was about to reply nnd at tho table. tho centre of the canoe ahead, placed bottom of tho chute. It was hor hand of a large clearing. to see what an Intricate, exacting ao- - rZ1?itfaln- - At tba two
when the door opened and Iloulter nodded toward a pall of her paddle beneath the gunwales and that reached over tho side and grasped complement It was. When dusk ?rtidTThPrn. 5,?yn.bdtb6

"Hut surely thcro are some men G2 the girl of the canoe stepped water nnd a wash basin In tho cor-
ner.

settled down to the bottom of tho the hair that appeared for nn Instant Ten minutes later McOIrr led Mer-
ton

came he had cut down only six small JhS canooTnd ft. SuSH iela
who will taku me out to tho railroad!" The others did not look up. canoe. Merton saw the Indian cease beneath tho surface. U was her voice Into a room In which the thres In trees nnd was Just beginning to hack porteuacrose r tnJU"

Into the room, paddling for moment while that gave tho order to puddle ashore, the first at tho snvonth when hn heard a gong.cried Merton unxlously. "i must get Merton wns still eating when they a he canoe were eating. A large
out at once." "tiupper is ready, father," liulshed. Hereon arose and himself more firmly in tho and It was her arm that lifted Mer-ton- 's woman, her face ruddy and good-nature- d, It was a tired, sullen young man arrtounl ,ft SjUeMlt0!!
, "To tho rallroud?" asked tho other she announced. loft thu room. Immediately McOIrr stern. face abovo tho water and held who sat down to supper with the end", torto22 '4l-lTh-

with Just the traco of a sneer In his Merton was not surprised to neo followed. Lura went to a window Then he looked ahead and saw the It there. was waiting on them. She others. His first day at manual labor that' ?etuff SpThudUa itnear t.hq door and looked out. It reason. Tho river seemed fairly to Hereon and the Indian worked looked at Merton with trunk curiosity, hnd made him forget all Herson had get thoi? boxj ? dovm , KaUOf ""'course " retorted M t her" Ho knew Hhe must nave tola 1,16 was still dark, but as she became ac-
customed

run down hill. The incline and the quickly, silently, onco they were on but 1n her eyes was the first kindness told him. all that of whichJjura had cartridges, thf whole lotd--
,

d"That la where I was bound when two men of hltn' Uut R sh0 Bt0?d ln to tho starlight outside she narrow walls Increased the speed. HhQre. They nhook tho water from he had found. warned him. His back bis can't aftord to waste wy up hers "
1 was lost and that' Where 1 want the door, looking a'.itm steadily, ho saw hor father and McOIrr whisper-

ing
Beyond great waves tossed and ware Merton and began at once to remove "Bit here, lad," she called. Indi-

cating
arms were eore. his entire body was Merton remembered Herson's in- -to go. I know of no reason why I marveled at her She together Jtrst outside the door. broken into white spray. bis clothing. Lura, as soon as they a place beside Herson. weary. And each moment his resent- - structlona to McOIrr; how he had m- -

rfol Sho could not hear what they said, "Keep paddling!" shouted McOIrr landod, had begun to colleot wood Merton was still eating when the mont docpened against this mys- - pbaslred tho Importance of gettlna- -US? Kr. w- - embarrassment, but hor faco was troubled ns she from the stern as the canoe shot for-
ward.

for a fire. In a moment she had a others bad finished. Herson, terlous, Incomprehensible band of this particular load through. Therecumstancea you must. I may as well nm' dld not "now ln any WftV tnat turned to Boulter, who had begun blare going. and then McOIrr rose and left people In whoso power he was. were hundreds of pounds of the stuff.jnak things plain now, young man. nho was surprised or disappointed to to remove the dishes and wash them. For 200 yards the gorge was "There Is no blanket." she said as the room. The woman who had Hut his woarlness soon overcame unough for n small battle, and when
vIh1 y??S cou.rJie und 1 d0 J-- find before her the man eho had left "Are you going, Andy?" ehe asked. straight. Then the canoe ahead dis-

appeared
she turned to her father. "I'll go waited on them retired to the kitchen his anger, nnd he was asleop before Merton thought of the few men atyou your euccesa so far. . anr hint "He thought I fchould stay," was arouhd a bend. The next after the other oanoo while you get and Lura took her place. 7 o'clock. Utevnn hours Inter he was the two places, of the small use theyHut we may a well understand each K $&oxMtmbt7MUm the reply. "This lad's going with moment Morton, too, had reached his clothes off." "Now that you have pulled me out again at tho breakfast table. could, under ordinary circumstances,Tn hew need b. no dim. "tfZt Jlov m ? tdi.MS.nt Mr. Chnrley." It. The shock of the cold water alone of the river I suppose you feul that "You will go with McOIrr y, have for so much ammunition, the

YoS --M",on Bo,d of " M A Merton glunced up he found her In front of him the rtvor ran more had dazed Merton, nnd as soon as his my life belongs to you still," said lloyd," Herson commanded as MoOirr mystory becomo the greater,a?e nere, what you came ror. ...hn hn.i rim-- n milnkiv wMn lim gurJng ut him speculatively. 8bo swiftly than before, and squarely In clothes wero off and his skin had Merton, as she stood across from him. aroso after a hurried meal. "He'll At the head of the rapids wherehave not been the rat. i mi muM ' Ctrl pntf-roil- . . ' looked squarely at him nnd yet past the center of the stream rose a large been rubbed dry by tho rough hands "The othors could have done it," tell you what to do." Merlon had nearly drownnd, McOIrrhave known tho risks, what. has hup Morton whirled to face him, nston-Ishe- d him and her faco was troubled. Khe boulder. . of Horson nnd ho was sho answered, coldly. "I Just hap-lulle- d Merton looked up, ready to speak, turned ashore at the ond of the.port-b- ut

lencd In tho past. 'You aro surely by the courtly manner and tone was nliout to speak to Itnulter again Instinctively Merton stopped pad-
dling

able to rise and stand, shivering, be-
side

to be whero I oould reach he stopped when he saw Lura's age by which thoy had passed thaa warn vt what may happen. of this man who appeared to lie u when llersnn opened the door. and looked around at McOIrr. the fire. As ho huddled over it you." face. Tho girl was looking search- - turhulont etrotch or water on their"Uut I'm going to give you a woodsman. Then, tho only one who "Come," he called. "We're ready. Wero they all mad to attempt such the others wrung out his clothes and "Hut you Just happened to find mo Ingly nt her fathor. Thn leader wan way upstream.
chancu and It wilt real solely with showed confusion! he turned to Yoif will go with uh lloyd." a thing? then thrust sticks lulu the moss on on the lake shorn that day," leaving tho room, however, and she "We'll take a few loads across andyou. If your men aro near hero the Introduction. Noun ot tho courtliness of manner "Keep paddling!" shouted the which to dry theiu, "That was different and, besides, I turned to McOIrr. Thern was per- - lighten the canoe and then I'll runou will be taken to them to.njght. "My name Is Adam Herson," went remained. Ha was sharp, quick, a woodsman, who was himself shoot-

ing
"Hotter put them on now," sug-

gested
waa acting on my own Inittatlvn then. plcxlty In hur eyes, and an she looked her alone," he said, as ho adjustod

.....Wo'll... sco .that
V.n

you leave
,1 .

the
ni.ft.nlun

coun- -
II on (he father, "l.ura, Mr. lloyd will man ot action. tho canoe ahead with all the Herson after a few minutes. Now

bavo
I am at hcudquartors and I back they rested for a moment on his tump-lln- e to two of the ammunl- -Thatwith for time. He of his arms, "They'll dry moro quickly on you, and no power. rests with my Merton. tlon cases.

"Hut I have no Idea whero my "remain u a un Merton shivered as he followed power father." onlled McGtrr from the Merton, glad of theparty is." Interrupted .Merlon. "It is aeraianus tno, cona ttonH or our nos Lura outside. It was still dark nnd Merton turned, The other canoe, we can't watt." "Will you please tell mn what he "Come," opportunity 'to
nltnllty and I anticipate that wo will cold. Krom dancing from whlto-cresto- d Tho leader clearly was angry, and door, and Morton followed him out escape another dash through thethree days now since 1 whh lost." very tho water ho heard one wave suspects I am, why I should bo treat-

edhe turned to tho river to see how Into tho darkness. chute, swung his bunion to his back"Hut surely you know where you get along ngreeably. Come, young repeated blows iih though some one to another, now almost burled In the more aa a prisoner than a pnrsonLura was coming In hor pursuit of He heard thn door and shut and started ahead across theworn when n last saw them." man, you nro hungry." were. siunHhlug windows. foam, now rising nearly olear from merely In temporary distress? 1 don't open portage,
"No," confessed .Merton boldly., "I They followed tho girl to tlm ad-

joining
Tho others were half way down to tho water, was dashing down the tho other canoe.

looked understand It and ho seems to take beJlrind him, and tho newt moment He had completed the trip and was
Merton McOIrr. returning whenaround for McOIrrnever did Know the name of the lake. building, where tho tho water, and Merton followed to torrent . straight for the big boulder. It for granted that I know." thorn was tho sound of moccastned appeared,

For tho first time he thought of the feet at his back. Ho whirled, to find "Wnlt until I got back: and tell youHerson introduced lliemI.Hwrie took niro of that." Mirn eating. tlnd the Indian In the bow of a canoe, There tho water seemed fairly torn "Whatever father says will bo car-
ried whatother ln tho Had he been to take," called theman canoe. Lura at his side. woodsman.Mclllrr und Andrew lloul-le- r,"Who Is I.uwrle?" ns Charley n long polo In his hands, breaking a to vapor as It struck the hugo, Im-

movable
out," alio replied, "Nclthor I nordrowned? As he Mulshed dressing ho "Ho careful," sho whlsporcd. "Watch Merton wont on. After a hundredla Iwrln 8h1-- i what ho bud told thn of tho others"I.umHo my frlond, repeating clianm-- through fifty feet of shore Ice obstacle. Against the walls any can act so long as

nr. the man with whom I took' tho glW'. The"mon tnrly etared at Mer-
ton

to the open water of tho lake. When on either side It dashed, slapping,
saw Lura drive tho smaller canoo up hn Is here. As for his suspicions, thoy every movo that Is. made, and don't yards be remembered what McOIrr
through tho and to the had said. Onwhirlpool op-
poslto

othertake kind of a chnnce." portages he. hadand thn continued the initio anyi rip." a motnont Meiton haiknrrlvad the night before tearing, roaring In Its aro same as when I first saw
VhPi (1 111 you go?" their modi. there had been no Ice. If thnt much Tho next Instant the

fury. bank. Above hnr, smoking a you, We may be wrong, but wo can "Is nny ono going to hurt mo?" been left to choose his own packs. He
'I don't leiiiHiuber the names of the Tho girl ana her rattier evidently would form In one night, what might moved

canoe ahead pipe, his clothes perfectly drj, was never taku chnnues." "It is worso than that. He wilt had always been urged to greatersharply over to thelakes und rivers. Most of them were liad eiten. and the.y loft the cabin happen In u few more? Whatever turning,
left with-

out
McOIrr. As sh lundnd ho stcpied In, "How can 1 prove that I am not a make euro this time." speed. Had McOIrr changed his mind

Indian, nnd I never did learn to pro- - "They will show you whero you will courage ho had regalnod vanished Im-
mediately, and

passed
thon

tho boulder
'

like and they paddled back to the tire. suspicious chaructor?" Sho turned and ran back ns quickly "nd was he going to take him throughan arrow was shooting did take that aide thenounce them." sleep," said Herson ns ho opened the Ho was wholly In the down tho smooth
"Why you of "That Is not necessary. We nevor as she had come. Merton hesitated, the rapids again?

"Do you mean that you have been door, power of these poopln, an helpless swift
stretch of deep, boulder?" demanded Herson, tnko such a chanco," then took a stop after hor, only to At t"0 canoe McOIrr, running,as current

lit this country two months and don't l.'or a few minutes Morton gave all ho had been whe.n wnnderlng In the Lura still sat
beyond.

In the
Morton saw Lura look quickly at her "Hut I am Innocent of anything stop when hn heard Herson calling catight up with Morton,

middle, Her-
eon

father. Her expression underwent a I have told the from the Uke. "Toko thin pack," he said, lifting aknow where you went or where you his attention to the food placed be. forest, and the Indian still you may suspect.paddled. They nudden change, and she smiled aa If heavy sack from near tho storn of theI do,re now?" fore him. After he had taken the "Grab the bow, there," growlod wero safe. truth jind not want to lm con-
sideredMc-

OIrr
with relief. "I'll"Yes." off Ills hunger ho ho- - either a susploinus churacter nil t BVBn canoe. take ono moro and thendg ravenous from one end of tho big canon In nut Instead of turning quickly to "Hn swung the bow anil I had to," VI. h0'i be light enough."I havea dependent.or toTho man's no longer those of what had been moneyejes were to think said uhlohgan Merton hint come to the place tho loft, as had the first canoe, they complained McOIrr sullenly. Tho "uck McOIrr hadfor whatover I obtain from The Reversion. lifted outpayof a dreamer. They were cold, to him In the other cabin. More and th night before, shot over to tho right. In "How did

your
tho boil-

ing
you keep dry?" father," a itunn I no nttacnen. it wn v,flashthere ofsearching, and was a more ho was Impressed with tho Following so qulrkly upon the sud-

den
water Merton stopped paddling "I saw w worn gone, anil I stepped Lura looked at him for a moment naaEIlTON arrived nt the water heavy, and Merton swung tt to hisJustice of his treatment. Moro und sinking or his spirits, the bully-

ing
ami, hands gripping tho gunwales, out on to that flat rock when I had a back with"Look here," exclaimed Merton, more his wonder grew as to what bo command found Merton without walled for the end.

before replying, Khn did not conceal f to tlnd McOIrr already 'In difficulty and started up
t'h.Uiei)."to the stove tind lean- - thu fact thnt she was studying him. ill tho tnill. He Imd not gone twentycloser thestepping hnd in its0f band him ipower and why canoe.resistance. Hut neither did hn obey. As they passed the Lura looking at Mrtllrr In-

tently.
greater boulde was "t would adviso you," she said nt Wmm 1 ,rpt when ho herd tho grot ottfcsIt toward the In tha ngmanIng across he was prisoner. At last, In his j,.a Ho In the awas grip of a feeling of MKU Charloy."

chair. "You are making the same a hug wave rose under them and, Her nmlle had gone. Her last, "to follow futher's ordors to com- - canoo m tJ,e stern. Thehe turned to Andrew
the others did. You suspect

perplexity, rjoul-mista- utter helplessness, for a moment, stopped the wIM rush mouth was Bard and etrulght. .The thn letter. If hn ban ilocldixl your commanded the leader, the cunoe waa speeding down streasa,(ex. . , A Herson, who with Lura and the In. of the canoe. The bl craft was young woodsman saw this and turned cast, it It decided for all time. Ho "He'll tell you what-t- o do, l'm sorar . CTo Ba CoatlausdJ


